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Academic Essay, Subject overview 

Subject Urbanisation 

 
Tasks 

 
1. Urbanisation video, comprehension questions 
 

1. In 3-4 sentences, discuss the importance of improvements in farming techniques to 

the development of cities. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Reliable food supplies allowed humans the luxury of free time, which provided the 

opportunity to produce items for trade. Describe how the production of goods 

contributed to the growth of cities. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Experts predict that in the coming decades seven out of ten people will live in 

cities. What are some of the opportunities and challenges that cities will face as the 

population increases. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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What percentage of the human population lived in cities 100 years ago? 

 10% 

 20% 

 40% 

 80% 

What led to the development of the first semi-permanent settlements? 

 Changes in the global climate 

 An increase in freshwater supplies 

 Improvements in healthcare 

 Advances in agriculture 

Which of the below technologies is a development that resulted from the desire to trade with 

neighbouring communities? 

 The plough 

 Walled cities 

 Roads 

 Water Distribution 

Why were people initially drawn to cities? 

 The availability of jobs 

 The promise of leisure time 

 Safer living conditions 

 More farmland 

Global population is expected to level off at approximately………………… billion people. 

 Seven 

 Nine 

 11 

 13 
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2. Complete the gap fill below based on information in the text 
 
 

The ……………… of people from ……………… areas to ……………… has been 

happening since the industrial revolution. The availability of ……………… and the 

opportunities for …………………… in urban areas are balanced by the expense and the 

…………………….. of living in a big city. If this migration is not …………………. it can 

lead to overcrowding and bad ……………………… conditions. In some areas of the world 

these problems have been addressed, but in …………………. countries, the increase in 

population means that slum areas are ……………… Critics of mass migration believe there 

are some ……………… effects, for example, ………………….. in urban planning and 

technology, which are ……………………….. to deal with increased urban populations. 

necessary       rural        services         living        developing        growing       positive      

improvements      employment       stress     controlled      cities         movement 

 

3. Find synonyms for the following words. 
 
 

1. Dweller: ……………………………………………………………………… 

2. Cause:  ……………………………………………………………………… 

3. Effect:  ……………………………………………………………………… 

4. Migrate: ……………………………………………………………………… 

5. Opportunity: ……………………………………………………………………… 

6. Creative: ……………………………………………………………………… 

7. Progress: ……………………………………………………………………… 

8. Positive: ……………………………………………………………………… 

9. Negative: ………………………………………………………………………      
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4. Paraphrasing, rewrite the following information. 
 
 

1. The term urbanisation began appearing in print as far back as the 1880s and can be 

defined as: ‘a population shift from rural to urban areas’. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Urbanisation began during the industrial revolution, when workers moved towards 

manufacturing centers in cities. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. As agricultural jobs became less common with the introduction of new machines, 

people migrated to cities in search of work. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Many people move into cities for the economic opportunities. Businesses, which 

provide employment, are more concentrated in urban areas. (Make into 1 sentence) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. In cities, money, services, wealth and opportunities are centralised. Therefore, 

living in the city can provide many advantages. (1 sentence) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


